
July 26, 2020 
 
Dear Mount Arlington Families: 
 
Over the past several weeks we have had many important discussions and received tremendous 
feedback from our families regarding the district’s Phase I reopening plan. Thank you to all parents who 
responded to surveys, reached out with individual questions and who participated in the three parent 
Google Meets last Friday.  I have  revised the list of Frequently Asked Questions I previously shared 
based on those parent meetings so that all families can review them. You can access these FAQs here to 
review them. 
 
At this time, we have reviewed the survey results, considered the extensive discussion within our school 
community and Board of Education, utilized DOE and Department of Health guidance, and worked 
together as an administration and staff to devise our Phase I reopening plan. The option that works best 
for our district at this time is the hybrid model of alternating (A/B cohorts) half day option with virtual 
Mondays plan. This  will apply to our September reopening and is subject to change based on directives 
from the Governor’s Office, Department of Education, and/or Health Department.  

The next step is important and will require each of you to make decisions. These decisions will impact our 
more detailed scheduling process, transportation, staffing assignments, and cohort planning, so please 
consider what will work best for your family. You will be asked to choose one of the following options: 

Option 1: The “hybrid” alternating (A/B cohorts) early dismissal option with virtual Mondays: this 
option will provide two half days per week of in person instruction in a smaller class (cohort). 
Three days a week will be virtual. 

 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

ALL students 
receive remote 
instruction 

Cohort A- in 
person instruction 
 
Cohort B - remote 
instruction 

Cohort A - remote 
instruction 
 
Cohort B - in 
person instruction 

Cohort A- in 
person instruction 
 
Cohort B - remote 
instruction 

Cohort A- remote 
instruction 
 
Cohort B - in 
person instruction 

 

Option 2: 100% virtual option: the Governor is allowing parents to opt for their child to remain 
home, and the district will provide a completely virtual learning experience. (See the Department 
of Education guidance on this option here). Please note that if this option is chosen, students 
must remain 100% virtual for at least the entire marking period so that cohorts can be preserved. 

Option 3: Homeschooling: this option requires parents/guardians to sign their child out of the 
district and provide their child’s learning experience. Children may be re-enrolled at any time, 
following the district enrollment guidelines.  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1D5PfKKFXrOYPDxKoYYsHl6rn7odzXIZdjZB9PpiAhAI/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.nj.gov/education/reopening/updates/docs/7.24.20%20RtR%20Fulltime%20Remote%20Update.pdf


Please note that Special Education programs such as STEPS and PreK will run on a 4 day early 
dismissal schedule with virtual Mondays. Information will be shared with parents of students in these 
programs separately.  

Again, this plan is  temporary, and applies only to our Phase I reopening. We hope to be able to return to 
the “normal” of being together, each and every day, as soon as possible. However, it will be imperative 
that as a community, we continue to emphasize the importance of frequent hand washing, social 
distancing, and mask wearing now and going forward. 

Please give consideration to which of the options listed above will work best for your family and please 
complete this Learning Option Form no later than Friday, July 31.  It is important that we have an accurate 
count of how many students will be attending in-person instruction so that cohorts can be developed in 
accordance with the guidelines we must meet.  

In addition to deciding on what type of learning option you choose for your child, we will be sending a 
separate form for you to complete next week to let us know  whether or not you feel comfortable with your 
child taking the bus or if you will be providing transportation for your child.  

These are unprecedented times and we know that many challenges will continue to face us in the 
upcoming  2020-2021 school year.  Despite this, I am confident  that by partnering together we can 
ensure the best possible experience for our students. 

 

Warmest regards, 

 
Monica A. Rowland 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdx1BqNeZwMbC-EM4o8IXUBs6RXuM68vpdPkA8WJyal3wRgFw/viewform?usp=sf_link

